a superimposed nutritional deficiency which further impairs their resistance, especially to diarrhoeal disease. This suggests that one important cause of postneonatal mortality in Latin America is low birthweight, possibly as a result of poor maternal health and nutritional status. In other parts of the world-for example in Africa and the Indian subcontinent-the prevalence of low birthweight is considerably higher than in Latin America.
The purpose of this report is to stress the need for more information concerning the age distribution of infant deaths. The available data indicate that about 80% of infant deaths in developing countries are occurring in the first 6 
